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/. Taiwan has grown a vibrant performing-arts community that often reinvents the
traditional in contemporary terms. The world-renowned Cloud Gate Dance Theater,
for instance, meshes modern dance with the distinctive moves of Asian martial arts.
The country’s cinema scene has launched a number of globally known directors and
films that fuse new and old—Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon, for instance.

2. The fate of Myanmar’s detained democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi has been
overshadowed by the devastation wrought by Cyclone Nargis. While the cyclone left
more than 133,000 dead or missing, and focused international outrage at the junta’s
slow and often paranoid response that hindered the flow of foreign aid, her house

arrest was quietly extended for another year. Nonetheless, she remains the most
powerful rival to Myanmar’s junta.
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